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BASIC DETAILS:  
 
Sanders built c1500  

Main alterations in later 16th and 17th centuries  

Acquired by Landmark 1976  

Architect: Paul Pearn, Pearn & Proctor  

Builders: Blight & Scoble Ltd  

Work completed 1978 

Refurbishment works:  Autumn 2002 

 

Lettaford Chapel 
 
Originally built in 1866 

Closed in 1978 

Architect: Paul Pearn, Pearn & Proctor  

Builders:  Penbekon Ltd  

Work completed:  1982 

 

Higher Lettaford* 

Old house built late 16th or early 17th century  

New house on site of shippon c1840  

Acquired by Landmark 1987  

Architect: Peter Bird, Caroe & Martin  

Builders: Penbekon Ltd  

Work completed 1990  

 

* Higher Lettaford has been in private ownership since 2013. 
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Summary 
 
The ancient hamlet of Lettaford, meaning ‘the clear ford’, is sited in a sheltered hollow 
close, near a crossing stream and ancient trackways. It now consists of three 
farmhouses with their attendant buildings, and a converted chapel. At its centre is a 
green, once forming a common area between the three farms.  
 
The houses themselves are all on the east-facing slope, away from the prevailing wind, 
and are sited lengthways across the contour, on platforms excavated into the hill at the 
upper end. All three are or were at one time long-houses, a type of building which falls 
within the group labelled by historians of vernacular architecture as the House-and-Byre 
Homestead, in which men and animals live under one roof, and in its model form share 
the same entrance. The term ‘Dartmoor long-house’ is also frequently used. In the 
majority of cases the shippon, as the byre is always called in Devon, has long been 
entirely rebuilt or simply incorporated into the house. Fortunately, some have survived 
unaltered such as the shippon at Sanders.   
 
Lettaford is typical of the many isolated farm settlements that encircle the central mass, 
or Forest, of Dartmoor, sometimes as single farmsteads, very often in small groups of 
three or more together as here. Most of them have been in existence from the early 
Middle Ages or before:  clearance of these borderlands was begun on a serious scale by 
the Saxons from the 7th century, and there is evidence that the farmers of that period 
were occupying land that had already long been colonised. Lettaford is first mentioned in 
an Assize record of 1248 but it is not known whether it began as a single farm or group.   
 
The earlier Tudor period saw a renewal of building activity in several other Dartmoor 
settlements. After a period of decline in the 15th century following the Black Death, 
population pressure elsewhere in Devon, and new sources of income from tin mining and 
cloth manufacture, brought about an influx of new settlers, and therefore new buildings, 
on the fringes of Dartmoor from about 1500. This process continued throughout the 
16th century and into the 17th century, but by then had become part of the Great 
Rebuild that was going on in the country as a whole. The reflection of this in Lettaford 
can be seen in later 16th and 17th-century improvements to all three houses, with the 
insertion of chimneys and the flooring in open halls to create additional first floor rooms.  
 
The Duchy Forester’s Accounts record payments from farms or ‘vills’ under the system 
of ‘venville rents’ for the right to graze on the Forest. In 1505-6 this included Lettaford.  
The payment of 4d is consistent with what seem to be single holdings, and so we can 
perhaps assume that there was only one venville farm at Lettaford at that time. This 
does not altogether rule out the existence of Higher Lettaford or Southmeads, either at 
that date or before, since not every farm on the border of the moor was a venville 
holding; all householders in Devon had the right of free grazing on the Commons which 
lay outside the Forest boundaries, and within them simply paid the slightly higher charge 
levied from Strangers.  
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Sanders 

When it was built in about 1500, Sanders contained, firstly, a hall open to the roof. The 
fire was lit on a central hearth, the smoke from which gathered among the rafters, and 
seeped out between the thatch of the roof. At the lower end of the hall, beyond a timber 
screen, was a cross-passage with a door at either end; and beyond that a shippon. The 
division between hall and shippon was very rudimentary, just a post- and-panel screen 
between the main area of the hall and the passage, of which one section survives. The 
fine granite ashlar of the front and east gable demonstrates the relatively high social 
status of its builders.  
 
Major improvements were made in the later 16th century including the insertion of two 
upper chambers, jettied out into the hall, to give more sleeping space. Access to the 
chambers would have been by a ladder from the hall. There was no staircase at that 
date.  
 
In the 17th century, a new chimney was built across the end of the hall, backing onto 
the cross-passage. The existence of a chimney made the lofty roof-space unnecessary, 
and so the hall was now floored in, to create a third upper chamber. Assuming there to 
have been an earlier lateral fireplace (and it would be surprising for a house of this status 
to continue with only an open fire for so long), this was now adapted to provide a stair 
to the upper floor, with a bread oven beside it. At about the same period, a lean-to was 
added at the back of the hall. Inevitably a number of alterations were made later, 
particularly in the 18th and 19th centuries. Most noticeable has been the raising of the 
roofs of both shippon and dwelling, adapting them to a shallower pitch for slate. 
In its essentials Sanders remains the house it had become by 1700.  
 
The farm-buildings that were an essential accompaniment to the house have been more 
extensively rebuilt and renewed. Only part of the small barn behind the house dates from 
the 16th century; mostly it is 18th-century. The linhey, stable and pig-houses are later 
still, probably all dating from the 19th century. 
 
Restoration 
 
Work began in 1977 to improve drainage on the site. Later, the electricity supply for the 
hamlet brought in by underground cables. The asbestos slate covering of the house was 
stripped off completely, porch and lean-to included. Battens and rafters were repaired or 
replaced as necessary, and then random Delabole slates were laid, in diminishing 
courses. Only minor repairs to the walls were required including raking out defective 
pointing, and repointing with lime mortar. The chimneys were also repointed, and the 
granite cap of the hall chimney repaired; brick tops were replaced with slate cappings. 
The cement repair of the main door surround was hacked off, and the jambs and head 
rebuilt or made good as necessary. The frames of all the outside doors were repaired. 
Window frames were repaired and a new oak lintol was inserted over the window in the 
shippon.  Drip moulds were provided over those on the front most exposed the to 
Dartmoor elements.   
 
Inside the cross-passage, the masonry of the chimney stack was cleaned and repointed. 
The plank partition on its lower side was repaired. In the shippon, apart from the 
clearance of accumulated rubbish, nothing was done at all.   
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In the dwelling, the stair that had been inserted against the north wall was removed to 
allow repair of the oak post and panel screen and the jetty beam was repaired. A new 
door jamb was made copying the existing original and a new timber stair was then built 
in the 17th-century position.  
 
A new slate-paved floor was laid at the same level as the hall, which meant lowering it a 
few inches, and underpinning the walls at this end, since they rested on the ground 
where the original builders followed the slope of the hill. The Bungalow Belle stove was 
dismantled and reassembled in the same position, but at the new level.  
 
Downstairs, plaster was removed to reveal the fine masonry of the walls, which were 
repointed and then limewashed. The back wall of the fireplace was exposed, where it 
had been plastered over, and the bread oven repaired.  
 
Upstairs, all the ceilings were removed, and reformed to follow the line of the roof, with 
insulation above. The walls were limewashed, as they had always been, the colour 
matching as closely as possible the former rich golden shade.   
 
In the yard behind the house, the outbuildings were also in need of repair. The walls of 
the linhay, stable and pigsty were all rebuilt and repointed, and the roof of the linhay 
made good. The barn was in the worst condition, and had been given a corrugated iron 
roof. When the collapsing walls had been rebuilt, it was given a new roof of Devon 
wheat reed thatch.  
 
Lettaford Chapel 

Bible Christian services were first held in the day school in Lettaford in 1860. The move 
must partly have been due to the influence of the schoolmistress, Mrs Susan Walling, 
and it may also have been due to her that a new building was erected to serve as both 
schoolroom and chapel. For about two years before this a small number of people had 
been meeting in cottages in hamlets nearby. It was not a wealthy community, consisting 
almost entirely of small farmers and farm labourers. Out of these the group of preachers 
would have been selected, who took it in turns to lead services in all the twelve chapels 
making up the Chagford Circuit. Records of building work suggest the existing chapel 
building opened in 1867 or 1868.   
 
In the 1870s, the ownership of the Schoolroom passed to the Bible Christian Church, so 
that it became a fully fledged chapel, vested in trustees drawn from the congregation. 
The congregation declined with the gradual depopulation of the area during agricultural 
depression of the late 19th century. 
 
The Bible Christians joined with the Free Methodists and the New Connexion to form the 
United Methodist Church in 1907. This foreshadowed their final unification in 1932 with 
the Wesleyans and the Primitive Methodists, to become the Methodist Church of Great 
Britain. 
 
In the 1920s there must have been a rise in the congregation, and in the number of 
children locally, for in 1922 a schoolroom was added ‘at the rear of the chapel’, with a 
doorway leading through in the corner of the south wall. It was made of galvanised iron 
lined with wood, and was lit by oil lamps like the chapel. On the other end, or ‘front’ of 
the chapel a garage was added, also made out of galvanised iron.  
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By 1943, gas-lighting had been installed followed by electricity in 1962, when the 
congregation numbered only 4. The number of active members in the whole of the 
Chagford Circuit had dwindled so low that it was decided to amalgamate it with its 
neighbours by 1977.  Lettaford was incorporated into the Exeter Circuit, and soon 
afterwards the decision was made to close the chapel altogether. Landmark, having 
already restored the long house, Sanders, was keen to preserve the chapel, feeling that it 
was an integral part of the character of the place, and so it was conveyed to them in 
1981. 
 
 
The Conversion of the Old Chapel 
 
The Old Chapel was converted to retain its large open interior space. The two galvanised 
iron additions were removed and in place of the schoolroom on the south end, an 
extension built to provide a bathroom. The doorway leading into the garage was blocked, 
reinstating the chimney. A new fireplace was then inserted. The floor level of the chapel 
has been raised to enable those inside to see out, and to help air to circulate underneath, 
to prevent damp. This meant raising the entrance doorway as well, and building the 
steps up to it. The original door itself has been retained. The roof was overhauled, 
retaining existing slates where possible. New plumbing and electrics were installed. The 
walls were patched where the existing plaster was decayed, and then limewashed. All 
the new woodwork is softwood. Care has been taken in the furnishing to keep the 
interior as uncluttered as possible, in order to preserve the plain and simple feel of the 
building.  
 
 
Higher Lettaford 
 
In 2012-13, Landmark’s Trustees undertook a careful review of all our buildings and 
decided that Higher lettaford should be sold, a very rare occurrence in our portfolio. This 
was because it had been acquired pre-emptively by our founder John Smith, to protect 
the important setting of Lettaford, and not because it was itself of outstanding 
importance or in jeopardy. Higher Lettaford’s release also put a potential family home 
back into the general housing stock, and all the income from its sale was used by 
Landmark directly for other building rescue projects. 
 
This album of Lettaford and its buildings, includes the original entry for Higher Lettaford.  
We are sad to see any Landmark disappear from our portfolio, but we can be content in 
the knowledge that it all contributes to our overall charitable purpose, of saving buildings 
for future generations to enjoy.   
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Lettaford 

 

The settlement  

The hamlet of Lettaford, sited in a sheltered hollow close to the crossing of a 

stream, now consists of three farmhouses with their attendant buildings, of 

which none remain in full agricultural use; and a converted chapel. At its centre is 

a green, once forming a common area between the three farms, on which until 

recently poultry, ducks and geese grazed. There were once two cottages on the 

west side of the green, close to the chapel, but these vanished in the 1870s or 

soon afterwards.   

 

The name Lettaford derives from its geographical location, meaning ‘the clear 

ford.’ The hamlet was also known as Forder, certainly in the 19th century, when 

directories give it as ‘Lettaford alias Forder.’ More recently, it was often referred 

to as Harvey's Forder, from the predominant farming family there.   

 

Over the ford, and through the hamlet, passes an ancient trackway, known as the 

Mariner's Way from its use at one period by sailors travelling between the ports 

of Bideford and Dartmouth, but in more recent centuries used mainly by cattle 

drovers. Just to the south is another important and ancient route, the packhorse 

track from Moretonhampstead to Tavistock, which in 1792 became part of the 

turnpike road from Exeter to Truro. A second track runs out of the hamlet, 

through the farmyard of Higher Lettaford, leading to the gate onto the moor itself. 

This was shared by all three farms, and opened onto what was known until 

recently as Lettaford Common or Down.   

 

The houses themselves are all on the east-facing slope, away from the prevailing 

wind, and are sited lengthways across the contour, on platforms excavated into 

the hill at the upper end. All three are or were at one time long-houses, a type of 

building which (without going into the still debated typology of ‘true’ and ‘false’ 

long-houses) falls within the group labelled by historians of vernacular  
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Lettaford; Old Chapel with Sanders beyond. Photo:  Alice Lennox Boyd, 1983. 
 
 
 
 
architecture as the House-and-Byre Homestead, in which men and animals live 

under one roof, and in its model form share the same entrance. The three houses 

at Lettaford are representative of this type of building in various typical degrees 

of preservation or alteration.  

 

The long-house is found in much of Wales and in parts of the North of England, 

but in the South of England is found in large numbers only on Dartmoor and the 

area of upland farming on its borders; to such an extent that although examples 

are found elsewhere in Devon, the term ‘Dartmoor long-house’ is frequently used. 

That it was there the most favoured building type has been established from a 

variety of examples, ranging in date from early stone houses excavated at 

Houndtor and thought to date from the 13th century, to others built well towards 

the end of the 17th century, and into the 18th.   
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In the great majority of cases the shippon, as the byre is always called in Devon, 

has long been entirely rebuilt as it was, for example, at Higher Lettaford; or 

simply incorporated into the house as is now the case at Southmeads. 

Fortunately, some have survived unaltered, used for storage as was in recent 

years the case at Sanders; and examples have been quoted of shippons still 

occupied by cows after last War. Mrs Harvey of Southmeads, Lettaford, for 

instance, remembers Mrs White at Lower Merripit, Postbridge, doing her milking 

in the shippon in the 1930s, thus saving herself the cold trip across the yard in 

winter, to a draughty outdoor shippon such as those built in the 19th century at 

Higher Lettaford; and thereby demonstrating the patent advantages of long-house 

life for the upland farmer.  

 

Taking all these factors into account, it can be seen at once that Lettaford is 

likely to be ancient in origin. In this, and in its whole layout, it is typical of the 

many isolated farm settlements that encircle the central mass, or Forest, of 

Dartmoor, sometimes as single farmsteads, very often in small groups of three or 

more together as here. Most of them have been in existence from the early 

Middle Ages or before:  clearance of these borderlands was begun on a serious 

scale by the Saxons from the 7th century, and there is evidence that the farmers 

of that period were occupying land that had already long been colonised.  

 

For the most part, the Saxon settlers and those that came soon afterwards 

stayed below the 1,000 foot contour (Lettaford is at 975 ft.), and the population 

was still scattered and thin at the time of the Domesday Survey in 1086. Only 

two settlements, Beetor and Shapley, are mentioned in the manor of North 

Bovey, to which Lettaford once belonged. Clearance of the waste continued over 

the next two or three centuries, pressure of population driving settlers onto ever 

higher ground, the now long-vanished tenements on the high moor itself, where 

the living must have been hard and poor. Meanwhile the wasteland between the 

early farmsteads was gradually cleared and cultivated; a pattern which was 

virtually complete by the 13th century.  
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The beginning of Lettaford  

It is in the 13th century that we have the first mention of Lettaford itself, in an 

Assize record of 1248. Whether it was to begin with a single farm, or whether 

there were always two or three together we do not know, although there is some 

slight evidence that Sanders and Southmeads once formed one holding, called 

Lettaford, which was later divided by inheritance or sale. As John Somers Cocks 

points out in his chapter on Saxon and Early Medieval Times in Dartmoor: A New 

Study (1970), ‘it is impossible to tell if a group of farms lying together represents 

an original plan or a later family expansion.’  All one can say is that a similar 

pattern of group settlement is found throughout the more remote and intractable 

parts of the South-Western Peninsular, and in Wales; and the post-medieval 

evidence both for occupation by family groups, and the opposite, is about equal.  

 

Of the three existing houses at Lettaford, Sanders is by a short head the earliest, 

dating mainly from 1500 or soon after, but followed closely by Southmeads, 

there by the middle of the 16th century. Higher Lettaford has been more 

substantially altered than the others, but it too had an open hall, and similar 

granite ashlar to Sanders, so can be presumed to date from the 16th century, but 

probably well towards its end.  

 

The earlier Tudor period saw a renewal of building activity in several other 

Dartmoor settlements. After a period of decline in the 15th century following the 

disaster of the Black Death, population pressure elsewhere in Devon, and new 

sources of income from tin mining and cloth manufacture, brought about an influx 

of new settlers, and therefore new buildings, on the fringes of Dartmoor from 

about 1500. This process continued throughout the 16th century and into the 

17th century, but by then had become part of the Great Rebuild that was going 

on in the country as a whole. The reflection of this in Lettaford can be seen in 

later 16th and 17th-century improvements to all three houses, with the insertion 

of chimneys and the flooring in open halls to create additional first floor rooms.  
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Since we know that Lettaford had already existed for over two centuries in 1500, 

one or more of the houses must occupy the sites of earlier buildings. In 1505-6 

Duchy Forester's Accounts listing the payments from those farms or ‘vills’ that 

had the ancient right of grazing on the Forest under the system of ‘venville rents’, 

includes the ‘villat de Litterford in parochia de North Bovye.’ It is difficult to tell 

whether a ‘villat’ is a single farm (Jurston and Higher Jurston are listed 

separately); or a larger settlement - Chagford is described as a ‘villat’ for 

instance. The payment of 4d, however, is consistent with what seem to be single 

holdings, and so we can perhaps assume that there was only one venville farm at 

Lettaford at that time. This does not altogether rule out the existence of Higher 

Lettaford or Southmeads, either at that date or before, since not every farm on 

the border of the moor was a venville holding; all householders in Devon had the 

right of free grazing on the Commons which lay outside the Forest boundaries, 

and within them simply paid the slightly higher charge levied from Strangers. 

 

 

Photo:  Ian Sumner, 1994. 

  



                                                                                 Lettaford History Album 

 14

 
 

From Dartmoor – A New Study ed. C. Gill (1970). 
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Owners and occupiers 

The builders of these houses were yeomen farmers, sometimes even minor 

gentry, as is evident from the quality of the buildings themselves. The fact that 

they chose to share their houses with their animals was a symbol of a very 

particular way of life, not of lowly social status. Over the centuries a distinct 

economy had grown up on Dartmoor, with its own class structure. W.G. Hoskins 

has indeed demonstrated from family papers (Three Devon Families in Old Devon 

1966) that one Dartmoor yeoman family, the Cholwiches, who presumably were 

not untypical, had built up substantial holdings of land by the 16th and 17th 

centuries, both on the edge of the moor and in lowland parishes, with a rented 

house in a nearby market town as well. Some of their land they rented out in turn 

to smaller farmers. 

 

Inventories and wills of the extensive Nosworthy family of North-East Dartmoor, 

transcribed by Miss Moger before the devastating loss (for local and family 

historians) of the Exeter Registry in a bomb attack in 1942, bear witness to a 

similar range of wealth and status. John Nosworthy of Jurston in 1622 left goods 

worth only £34, but his kinsman William Nosworthy of Clannaborow left property 

worth £927 19s 8d. In 1627, James Nosworthy of Mannaton was able to leave 

his eldest son, John, the tenement of Higher Murchinton in Throwleigh, and other 

property in Dawlish. These Nosworthys, even the wealthy William, describe 

themselves as yeomen, but by the end of the 17th century their descendants are 

calling themselves gentlemen. 

 

An Inquisition Post Mortem in the Courtenay estate papers, also transcribed by 

Miss Moger and drawn up on the death of one John Tapper in 1606, states that 

on the day of his death he was ‘seized of a messuage and 80 acres of land in 

Cleve in the parish of North Bovey and of two tenemants and 60 acres of land in 

North Bovey called Heywood and of 30 acres of pasture in North Bovey called 

Millwalls’ A not insubstantial holding for a purely moorland farmer. It is likely that 

an examination of the builders of all the more substantial 16th and 17th century  
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Probate inventories listing the goods and chattels of three moorland farmers of 
differing levels of income.  From Devon Inventories of the 16th and 17th 

Centuries by M. Cash (Devon & Cornwall Record Society, New Series 11, 1966). 
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houses on the edges of the moor would show a similar scale of landholding, and 

a similar pattern of social advancement. 

 

As to the individual inhabitants of Lettaford, we have as yet very little clue. In 

their article Sanders, Lettaford - A Devon Longhouse in the Proceedings of the 

Devonshire Archaeological Society 30 (1972), N.W. Alcock, P.C. Child and M. 

Laithwaite suggest from research in Sowton parish that the names of the two 

smaller farms given in the Tithe Survey of 1839, Southmeads and Sanders & 

Nosworthys, derive from owners of the 17th and 18th centuries, and there are 

some indications to support this. We have already seen that Nosworthy was a 

common name in the area. The Protestation Return of 1641 (when all men over 

the age of eighteen were asked to swear their loyalty to Church, King and 

Parliament), lists under North Bovey a George and a Christopher Sander; three 

Johns and one Laurence Nosworthy; and under Moretonhampstead four 

Southmeads.  

 

The North Bovey Parish Register, which begins in 1580, records the baptism a 

year later of Richard, the son of Richard Sanders; and the name occurs regularly 

over the following hundred years, as does that of Nosworthy. The Southmeads 

seem to have remained firmly in Moretonhampstead, however, so that if they 

acquired a property at Lettaford, it was not for their own residence, but that of a 

tenant. They seem to have been a leading family in the area: in 1572 William 

Southmede, gent., with others including Sir John Fulford, was made Trustee to 

one William Hodge (one of the attorneys drawing up the deed was another of the 

ubiquitous Nosworthys); and John Southmeade, gent., was one of those called 

upon to swear to the Probate Inventory for James Nosworthy of Manaton in 

1627.  

 

None of the Lettaford names occur in the North Bovey Subsidy (Taxation) Returns 

of 1524-7, however (although inevitably there were Nosworthys in other 

parishes), so that does not help us back to the beginning of any of the houses 
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there, nor provide any hard information about the taxable wealth and social 

standing of their builders. We can only work sideways from the parallels already 

quoted, and guess at families of well-to-do yeomen, only needing a small boost to 

place them among the minor gentry; with a principal ‘home’ tenement, perhaps 

held by ancient copyhold from the manor; and other parcels of land elsewhere, 

both arable and pasture. These might be in the same, or a neighbouring parish, or 

away from the moor altogether. There was enough surplus income for the new 

house to contain such extra flourishes as the fine granite ashlar of Sanders and 

Higher Lettaford; and inside, inner rooms with a chamber above in addition to the 

open hall. 

 

It would be pleasant to think that these families were in a position, like Walter 

Cholwich of Cholwich Town in 1557, to leave to their sons, with the intention 

that they become heirlooms, ‘a folyng tabell & a Coborde, a brasen Crocke of the 

best, a short leged Crocke, & the best brasen panne, too flanders pannys of 

brasse, halff a dosen of pewter vessells performed, a dosen of sylver spones, a 

bounden weyn & all the plowgere of the same.’ 
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Into the Nineteenth Century 

Apart from one will of 1691, found by Veronica Chesher of the University of 

Exeter, in which Andrew Rowe of Chagford bequeaths a messuage called 

Littaford in North Bovey to his nephew Joseph Rowe, certain knowledge only 

starts with the plentiful records of the mid-19th century. According to the Tithe 

Map for North Bovey of 1839, the two farms then called Southmeads and 

Sanders & Nosworthys, of 64 and 69 acres respectively, were in the single 

ownership of Thomas Neck, but let under separate tenancies to Robert French 

and Joseph Ireland. Higher Lettaford, called Higher Lettaford and Blacksticks (the 

name of a group of small fields on the farm) was the largest of the three farms at 

95 acres, and was independent of the other two, owned in 1839 by Burton 

Pinsent and farmed by William Rogers.  

 

Some evidence of the other two farms having formed a single holding at a much 

earlier date comes in a conveyance of 1910, when Albert Harvey, who was 

already the tenant, bought Sanders from W.H. Rowell of Ilsington. The name 

Sanders is not itself mentioned. A distinct holding of 26 acres ‘formerly in the 

posession of William Nosworthy, then of Robert Nosworthy and afterwards 

Thomas Neck’ is presumably the ‘Nosworthy's’ of 1839, when it was already 

owned by Thomas Neck. But the main farm, which has the same fields as those 

listed under Sanders in the Tithe Map, is simply referred to as Littaford. This, 

then, is perhaps the original name of the medieval holding, attached to the senior 

house there, before it became divided by sale or inheritance among the 

Southmeads and Sanders and Nosworthys.  

 

The census return of 1841 confirms the information on the Tithe Map, but adds a 

surprising number of extra households:  four in all. The heads of three of these 

are agricultural labourers, one of whom is a second, possibly junior, Joseph 

Ireland. Presumably they lived in the two cottages, and in subsidiary parts of the 

long-houses.  
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Ownership of the fields around Lettaford in 1839-40. 
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The fourth household is that of Ann Pinsent, and her much younger sister Mary, 

together with 8 children between the ages of 11 and 4, from four or five different 

families. The Misses Pynsent, living at Forder, are listed as Gentry in Morris's 

Directory of 1870, and must have had some connection with the earlier owner of 

Higher Lettaford, Pinsent Burton, and with other Pynsents in the parish whose 

forebears had lived there since the 17th century at least. Although they do not 

reappear in the census returns of 1851 and 1861, a Miss Pinsent paid for the 

building of a new schoolroom-cum-chapel in 1866, and the younger sister, Mary 

Pynsent, is once more recorded as living at Lettaford in the census of 1871, and 

is described as a retired Schoolmistress. 

 

This ties in with records of the founding of the Lettaford Bible Christian (latterly 

Methodist) chapel, which show that services were first held in the hamlet in 

1860, supposedly in a schoolroom and at the invitation of the teacher. Another 

tradition has it that a private school was run in the hamlet by two spinsters, who 

when they retired in about 1860, gave their schoolroom to the Chagford Circuit 

of the Bible Christian church - although there is evidence to show that this last 

did not in fact happen until after 1872. 

 

The interest in all this lies in the indication that there was, before 1860, a private 

school in Lettaford. Add this together with the Misses Pynsent of the 1841 

Census, living with several children, none of whom were their own, and the 

indications become even stronger. Add to these again the building of a 

commodious new house on the lower end of Higher Lettaford, owned in 1839 by 

a possible member of the same family; a house which would seem from its 

appearance to date from about 1840, supplied with an extraordinary number of 

coathooks, and it begins to look as though this new building was intended to 

serve as a boarding school. Perhaps it was for the children of Nonconformists, 

like other small schools that are known to have existed. Presumably the farmer 

continued to live in the self-contained house at the upper end.  
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Whether the school had a separate schoolroom before 1866, when the existing 

building was put up; or whether lessons, and the first Bible Christian services, 

were held in a room of the main house, we don't know. The Tithe Map, surveyed 

in 1838-9, does not show such a building, but it does not show the new part of 

Higher Lettaford either, which must have been built shortly afterwards. 

 

In 1851, all hints of a school have disappeared from the census, but it reappears 

in 1861 with a new teacher, Susan Walling. This time there are no unattached 

children listed as resident in Lettaford, so it would seem to have become a day-

school. Mrs Walling also played a major part in the founding of the chapel, 

helping to boost its congregation to twenty three in 1868. Four years later the 

Chagford Circuit Book was recording ‘with deep regret’ that sister Susan Walling 

was to be removed from Lettaford, due to the closure of the school. This was 

presumably a result of competition for a falling number of children from the new 

Board Schools founded under the Education Act of 1870. However, the 

schoolroom's owner, a Mrs Splatt (perhaps a former Miss Pynsent), had given 

kind permission for the services to continue there. Not long afterwards its 

ownership passed formally to Trustees drawn from the congregation, and it 

became a fully-fledged chapel.   

 

The census return of 1851, like that of 1841, shows rather more households at 

Lettaford than there would seem to have been houses. In 1861 and 1871, it 

settles down to two families apparently living in Higher Lettaford, and two in the 

cottages, in addition to Sanders and Southmeads. The Ireland family continued to 

farm Sanders, and did so until succeeded by another tenant, Joseph Mortimore, 

in the 1880s. The tenant at Southmeads changed twice before the arrival, by 

1881, of William Harvey, whose descendants still lived there at the time of 

writing. 
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William Rogers' successor as farmer of Higher Lettaford did not reside in the 

farmhouse, however. No farmer is listed as living there in any of the census 

returns after 1841, and the Directories give only the farmers of the other two 

properties. In 1861, under Higher Lettaford, are the families of an agricultural 

labourer, William Taylor, and a road contractor, Thomas Ireland. Possibly the 

Misses Pynsent continued all the while in the larger part, although their name only 

features in 1871, and then not linked with any particular house. Only in 1889 

does Kelly's Directory list Francis Heyward as the farmer of Higher Lettaford, to 

be succeeded before 1893 by George Mortimore, who had ‘comfortable 

farmhouse lodgings’ to let to the growing number of Dartmoor tourists. This 

would seem to show that he occupied the whole house, old and new. 

 

The two cottages had gone by then, either from demolition or decay, probably in 

the 1870s as the effects of the agricultural depression were seen in a falling rural 

population. Between the census of 1871 and that of 1881, the households at 

Lettaford had shrunk from six to three. Mrs Harvey of Southmeads quotes Mrs 

Lee of Higher Lettaford, born at Sanders in the later 1860s, as being unable to 

remember the cottages, which must therefore have vanished in her early 

childhood. 
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Life on Dartmoor 

 

Climate and agriculture   

Like all hill farmers the inhabitants of Dartmoor had to adapt to surroundings that 

were far less favourable than those of their lowland neighbours. The siting of 

their houses in hollows, tucked well into the hill, is the most obvious 

consequence. As is the arrangement of buildings to keep trips outside in winter to 

a minimum - the feeding and milking of cows, that began and ended the working 

day, could be achieved in the long-house without venturing out of doors.   

 

Polwhele's History of Devon (1797) quotes the 17th-century Hooker describing 

the climate of Devon in general as ‘overlaid with dark clouds, mists and rains; and 

seldom shall you see the open wastes, and especially in Dartmoor, to be at any 

time clear and free from the same.’ Polwhele adds to this that ‘the frequent and 

heavy rains on Dartmoor (together with the sudden fogs) are said to be the 

greatest obstruction to the cultivation of the Forest.’ 

 

Cultivate it they did, even within the bounds of the Forest itself, and certainly on 

its borders. In the early part of the Middle Ages, where the land was cleared by a 

single family, the resultant fields were from the beginning theirs alone. Where 

there were farming hamlets however, there is growing evidence for some 

common husbandry of the fields, with strips allotted to different farmers. By the 

later Middle Ages, however, fields had mainly been apportioned out, into 

something as near a consolidated holding as was possible, with easy access from 

the centre of the settlement.  

 

Something of this pattern can be seen by a study of the different farm holdings at 

Lettaford, as they existed in 1839. The two ‘senior’ farms of Lettaford (taking 

Sanders and Southmeads together as one holding, assuming a division in the 

early 16th century) and Higher Lettaford, each have a band of fields bordering the 

moor, and other but by no means adjoining parcels of land on the lower ground. 
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Each of these parcels show a consistent tendency to radiate out from the hamlet 

in a long line of fields, one beyond the other like the spokes of a wheel. This 

pattern in fact applies equally to the possible subsidiary tenement of Southmeads, 

and is one that has been noted at other settlements.  

 

The fields themselves were little different to today, the stone walls serving the 

practical purpose of clearing the soil for the plough. According to W.G. Hoskins 

the traditional method of converting moor into ploughland was first of all to pare 

off the nearly solid natural turf and burn it in a kiln shaped heap. The ash was 

then scattered over the pared land before the first ploughing, when it would be 

mixed into the soil to act as a fertiliser.  

 

Oats, rye and barley were the main crops in early times, but from the 18th 

century certain strains of wheat were persuaded to grow - Polwhele talks of red 

wheat, perhaps similar to the Cornish ‘pillas’ which was able to grow on poor and 

acid soils. The Tithe Survey in 1839 records about a quarter of the parish's land 

area as being arable, producing 799 bushels of oats, 552 bushels of barley, and 

311 of wheat. The assessors tended, however, to exaggerate the areas of arable 

land, since higher tithes were payable on them, and would include fields that 

were only ploughed very rarely. That this was here the case is perhaps shown by 

the correspondingly small acreage of meadow/pasture, which amounted to 186 

acres only.   

 

In the late 18th century, potatoes became a staple crop, particularly around 

Moretonhampstead and Chagford, where the light soil was particularly suitable. 

Polwhele mentions that although there is much coarse ground in this area it is 

‘turned to good advantage in the culture of potatoes.’  

 

Polwhele also mentions that in Moretonhampstead, on the banks of the Teign, 

‘there is an abundance of coppice wood’, and that North Bovey and Manaton 

‘exhibit the same general features of moorland and coppice.’ What all Dartmoor 
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farms held in common was the grazing land of the moor itself. Livestock was 

always a major part of the farming economy: Hoskins cites the Domesday farm of 

Shapley as evidence of sheep farming even at that date. In the Tithe Survey 

nearly three quarters of the parish is designated as Common land, which is 

described as ‘chiefly covered in furze (gorse) and heath, which is occasionally cut 

for fuel and occasionally burnt where growing to improve the pasture, and the 

whole is depastured (grazed) in the summer season with sheep and other cattle 

belonging to the occupiers of the adjacent lands.’ 

 

The use of this land for livestock was carefully regulated, except for sheep which 

were apparently unrestricted. Within the Forest itself the system of venville rents 

applied, whereby specified farms on its borders could in summer and by daylight 

graze free of charge only that number of cattle or ponies which they could 

maintain in winter on their own holding. If they wished to exceed this number 

they had to pay a fixed rent per head of beast, and similarly if they wished to 

keep the animals on the moor overnight they were subject to a small annual 

charge. Venville tenants also had the right to take peat for fuel, and stone for 

building and hedging. The system was in existence by the 13th century and 

Lettaford, as we have seen, was one of these venville farms.  

 

Around the prescribed area of the Forest itself was the area known as the 

Commons of Devon. The layout of the parishes around the moor was clearly 

intended to provide each with some of this land - in North Bovey, for instance 

there was Lettaford Common north of the trans-Dartmoor track, and Shapley 

Common to its south. The farmers of these parishes could graze on the Commons 

free of charge day and night, subject to manorial custom, as in theory could all 

the householders of Devon, apart from those of Barnstaple and Totnes. Strangers 

or foreigners, as those from outside the Dartmoor parishes were known, had only 

to pay if they grazed their animals on the Forest itself. Inevitably, as time went 

on, landowners and individual farmers attempted to enclose, or prove exclusive 

rights over areas of Common, but such moves were always liable to challenge. 
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For the sale of their produce, the Dartmoor farmers needed markets. These came 

into existence in the 12th and 13th centuries in towns such as Chagford and 

Moretonhampstead. There too, from about the same date, were fulling and 

tucking mills, where coarse woollen cloths and serges were produced, which 

provided the area with much of its income until the 18th century. Further afield 

were the larger markets of Newton Abbot, Tavistock, Plymouth and Exeter, while 

Ashburton became famous for its cattle sales. 

 

Farming in the 20th century  

The traditional mixed farming economy of Dartmoor as it evolved over the 

centuries, with improvements but few fundamental changes, survived in all 

essentials until about the 1970s, but in that last generation had undergone a 

complete revolution on all but a few farms. In the same way, the names in the 

North Bovey parish register, which in the 19th century were little different from 

those of the 17th, have now been watered down by large numbers of new 

arrivals from other parts of the country. The change has happened astonishingly 

fast. The first tractors only arrived, as in many remote areas, at the time of the 

Second World War, and even then were frequently shared between several farms. 

In the 1950s a living could still be made from the countless small farms of 

between 50 and 75 acres, whereas today it is barely economic to farm an area 

twice that size.  

 

Mr and Mrs Harvey took on Southmeads Farm, Lettaford, from his father, Sidney 

Harvey, in 1934; and in the same year another brother, Jack Harvey, took on 

Sanders. The picture painted by Mrs Harvey of the life they led at that time would 

be recognisable to any of their predecessors of the previous two centuries at 

least; but to few of those farming on the Dartmoor fringes today.  

 

Higher Lettaford in 1934 was farmed by Dick Lee. Mrs Lee, then aged about 70, 

was one of eleven children born to the Ireland family in Sanders, and she could 

remember cows being milked in the shippon there. Her mother was a Harvey, 
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sister of the William Harvey who later farmed at Southmeads, and it was she who 

taught Mrs Harvey the skills of a farmer’s wife, such as how to cut up a pig, and 

salt and cure it; to make butter and cream; to make whortleberry pie from the 

berries gathered by the women and children on the moor in late summer. 

 

Sanders and Southmeads each had a herd of about 30 South Devons, a breed 

which is equally good for milk and beef. Of these 6 were milking cows, and the 

rest calves, heifers and bullocks. Mrs Lee at Higher Lettaford, with a larger herd, 

milked 12 cows, and needed the largest dairy, which was in the room now 

occupied by a bathroom. The Sanders dairy was in the lean-to at the back, again 

where the bathroom now is; the cows were milked in the larger group of farm 

buildings behind, which then belonged to that farm, as they had in 1839 (not 

Southmeads, as assumed in Sanders, Lettaford: A Devon Longhouse).   

 

Each farm also had its herd of Dartmoor sheep, which they drove up onto the 

moor in summer. In recent years, Chris Hill, the Lee's nephew who succeeded 

them at Higher Lettaford shortly before the War, had some of the Scots black-

faced sheep which have become common on Dartmoor. 

 

The farming was still its traditional mix of livestock and arable. Oats were the 

main crop, the threshing being done by hand in the barns attached to each farm 

and the straw being used for fodder. Swedes and mangels were also grown, as 

well as about 2 acres of potatoes. The ploughing was still done with horses until 

the War, Higher Lettaford having two teams, the other farms one.  

 

Pigs and poultry came under the supervision of the farmer's wife. About six pigs 

would be reared each year, to be killed and sold in the autumn, except for one 

which was kept for the household. The Sanders pig-houses were in the small yard 

immediately behind the house. Mrs Harvey had around 20 geese and brown 

ducks as well as hens, which roamed free on the green. Every week the eggs and 

butter and cream would be taken to market, an expedition everyone looked 
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forward to. The previous generation had gone to Moreton in the pony -trap, but 

the market there closed, and instead Mrs Harvey and her neighbours went to 

Newton Abbot, catching the market bus at Beetor Cross.   

 

The focus of the life of the hamlet was still the chapel, which by then was 

Methodist (in 1907 the Bible Christians joined the United Methodist Church). 

Farmers and their families came several miles to attend the services, with Sunday 

School for the children in a tin schoolroom behind, added in 1922. For their 

regular schooling, Mrs Harvey's 7 children walked every day to North Bovey, 

joined by other children on the way. The sense of community among the 

scattered farms was by no means diminished by their being sited two or three 

miles apart, and it was this neighbourliness that Mrs Harvey missed most. 
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Recent History 

 

Sanders was the first house in Lettaford to cease being a farmhouse. Jack Harvey 

gave up his farm in 1942, due to ill-health, and it was subsequently broken up, 

land, farm buildings and house going separate ways. In 1945 the house with its 

yard and one field was bought by Dr Frazer, who owned the ancient Leapa Farm, 

which he renamed Moorgate. Sanders became a farm- worker's cottage for 

Moorgate, with first the Raymonds and then Arthur and Lizzie Brown, who were 

the last people to live in the house. It must have been they, or the Raymonds, 

who turned the inner room into the kitchen, and installed the Bungalow Belle 

range, noted there by the authors of Sanders, Lettaford: A Devon Longhouse. 

Mrs Harvey remembered this room as a parlour, with an open fire, when the Jack 

Harveys lived there. The kitchen was then in the larger room, once the hall, with 

its large fireplace and bread oven. Originally the cooking was done on the open 

fire, which took considerable skill, not to mention much practice, but the Harveys 

had a Dutch oven, a low iron box which stood over the open fire. Mrs Harvey had 

one at Southmeads as well, and testified to its excellent results.  

 

In 1972, the Frazers sold Sanders, and it changed hands twice before being 

bought in 1975 by the Devon Historic Buildings Trust, one of the first county 

buildings trusts, which was concerned at plans to modernise the house, and 

convert the shippon. It did not have the funds to repair the house itself, and so 

sold it on to Landmark a year later. The building work was carried out in 1977-8. 

In 1989, Landmark acquired the green in front of the house. After dwindling 

congregations for several years, the chapel closed in 1977, and Landmark 

acquired that too, to preserve the building itself as part of the hamlet.   

 

The Hills, meanwhile, continued to farm Higher Lettaford, but like the 

Southmeads Harveys, were selling off land, reducing the farm from the original 

100 acres to 40 at the time of Mr Hills' death in 1985. With the market as it was 

then, the price of land and house together was too high for local farmers. Most of 
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the interest came from people who wanted to modernise and enlarge the house, 

and develop the farm buildings. Landmark felt that this would radically alter a 

settlement which it had made great efforts to preserve in its historic form, and 

therefore decided to buy and repair Higher Lettaford itself. It was let for holidays 

for the next 23 years, but with every possibility of letting to a long-term tenant 

as a small-holding. In 2012-13, Landmark’s Trustees undertook a careful review of all 

our buildings and decided that it should be sold, a very rare occurrence in our portfolio. 

This was because Higher Lettaford had been acquired pre-emptively by our founder John 

Smith, to protect the important setting of Lettaford, and not because it was itself of 

outstanding importance or in jeopardy. Higher Lettaford’s release also put a potential 

family home back into the general housing stock, and all the income from its sale was 

used by Landmark directly for other building rescue projects. 

 

We are sad to see any Landmark disappear from our portfolio, but we can be content in 

the knowledge that it all contributes to our overall charitable purpose, of saving buildings 

for future generations to enjoy.   

 

At the time of writing, the Harvey family were still an active presence at 

Lettaford. Until her retirement (aged close to 80) in 1991, Mrs Harvey acted as 

caretaker for Landmark, greatly valued by all who met her, but she was 

succeeded by her daughter, so that the link between old and new inhabitants is 

maintained. 
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From:  Local Building Traditions in Devon from the Medieval Period to 1700, by                     
Peter Beacham in Archaeology of the Devon Landscape 1980 
 

 
Fig.11.8  Long sections of a three room cross-passage showing its schematic internal 

development. 
 

This illustration (if for Lower Room you read Shippon) shows how closely Sanders 
followed developments in rural houses throughout the region. 
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The buildings 

 

Devon, like Wales, provides a seemingly endless supply of little altered medieval 

and post-medieval houses for the study of vernacular building specialists; and 

within Devon, Dartmoor forms something of an inner constellation, with what 

W.G. Hoskins called ‘one of the most instructive collections of ancient 

farmhouses south of the Scottish Highlands, possibly in Great Britain.’  

 

Devon has been exceptionally lucky too in the scholars who have been working in 

this field; both the pioneers such as R. Hansford Worth in the first half of the 

20th century, whose collected writings on Dartmoor where published 

posthumously in 1953, and who first attempted to classify the Dartmoor house; 

and of course that luminary among local historians, W.G. Hoskins; to the more 

specialised historians of vernacular architecture who since the 1970s found their 

way into nearly every roofspace in the county in search of the carpentry which is 

often the only surviving clue to early origin. In line with similar studies in other 

areas, a detailed typology and chronology has evolved. The long-house itself has 

become particularly the preserve of Devon Historic Buildings Officer, Peter 

Beacham, who has written on the subject in successive publications, including 

the revised Devon volume of the Buildings of England; and in Devon Building 

(1990), published under his editorship by Devon County Council.  

 

The archaeological investigation of Devon farmhouses has been recorded in a 

series of articles in the Transactions of the Devonshire Association which was 

begun in 1968, with Dartmoor farmhouses of varying plan described by N.W. 

Alcock in 1969 and long-houses, both moorland and non-moorland, by S.R. Jones 

in 1971. In 1972, one long-house in particular was singled out for an article of its 

own in the Proceedings of the Devonshire Archaeological Society: Sanders, 

Lettaford: A Devon Longhouse by N.W. Alcock, P. Child and M. Laithwaite. Since 

then, Sanders has been continuously held up as one of the best-preserved 

examples of the type.   



                                                                                 Lettaford History Album 

 36

 
 

From the chapter on the longhouse in Peter Beacham’s Devon Building.  
It should not be interpreted too literally regarding the architectural development  
of Sanders – by the time the central chimney was built, for instance, there was 

already a chamber over the cross passage. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



                                                                                 Lettaford History Album 

 37

Some initial conclusions were modified by discoveries made during restoration in 

1977, recorded in a note in the Society's Proceedings that year, but for a detailed 

description and discussion of the building, the original article should still be read 

in full. The following is only a summary of the chief features and the order in 

which they occurred. It includes the opinions of other authorities, and adds the 

information gained during building work, as well as detail on the use of the rooms 

gained from Mrs Harvey, which confirms theories put forward by Alcock et al. 

 

Sanders 

When it was built in about 1500, Sanders contained, firstly, a hall open to the 

roof. At the lower end of the hall, beyond a timber screen, was a cross-passage 

with a door at either end; and beyond that again a shippon, or cow-byre, partly 

floored in to provide a hay loft. At roof level, the building formed a single space 

from one gable to the other.  

 

The fine granite ashlar of the front and east gable demonstrates the relatively 

high social status of its builders. It was thought at first that when built it had the 

further refinement of an inner room at the upper end of the hall, with a chamber 

above it. Doubt was cast on this theory in 1977, when during restoration it was 

revealed that the roof truss into which the chamber partition fits had smoke 

blackening on both sides. The partition, and therefore the chamber, were shown 

to be a later insertion. It followed that the stone wall, which supports the 

chamber, was also likely to be an insertion. Michael Laithwaite, investigating, 

concluded that ‘the massive boulders at its base are not bedrock but a structural 

peculiarity, and it appears not to be bonded into the front wall of the house.’  

 

Just possibly the wall was built on the line of an earlier low partition or screen, 

similar to that between hall and cross-passage. Peter Beacham has found enough 

evidence of inner rooms divided from the main body of the hall in this way to 

identify the arrangement as a regular first phase in the development of the rural 



                                                                                 Lettaford History Album 

 38

house in Devon, as he describes it in a chapter on Local Building Traditions in 

Archaeology of the Devon Landscape (1980).  

 

Such an inner room could have been a dairy. Alternatively, it could have been a 

parlour, as indeed it became later. W.G. Hoskins, for one, would favour the latter, 

it being his fond belief, as stated in Old Devon, that: 

the fundamental improvement in the dwelling house, its development into 
two rooms from the original one, was due to the need for some privacy for 
the women of the household. Left to themselves the majority of men would 
go on living in one room until doomsday.  

 

As first built, there was no chimney in the hall. The fire was lit on a central 

hearth, the smoke from which gathered among the rafters, and seeped out 

between the thatch with which the building was then roofed.  

 

Three roof trusses survive, two of them visible in the central bedroom: one, with 

straight principals, perhaps always marked a division between hall and inner 

room. The second is a raised cruck truss. Crucks are cut from the trunk and 

projecting branch of a tree, so that they are curved in the middle. A full cruck 

reaches from the apex of the roof to the ground, but in a stone building there is 

no need for that, and the curved end is buried in the wall. 

 

The third truss, another raised cruck complete with smoke blackening, can be 

seen over the lower side of the cross-passage, just beyond the partition enclosing 

the end bedroom. The shippon has been reroofed, but it too probably once had 

raised crucks, and there is evidence of a half-hipped end gable. The beams of the 

hayloft survive, as does the loading door, together with the ventilation slits, the 

drain down the middle, with the drain-hole at the lower end, and even the 

sockets for the stall-posts to which the cows were tethered.   

 

The division between hall and shippon was very rudimentary, just a post- and-

panel screen between the main area of the hall and the passage, of which one 

section survives. There does not seem to have been any screen at all on the 
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lower side of the passage, there being no mortice slots in the underside of the 

beam in that position. The present partition is of much later date.   

 

All the above is straightforward, and in line with other buildings of similar date 

and type. There are two areas of less certainty. The first is the date of the porch. 

This is not bonded in with the walls of the house, but is of similar granite ashlar, 

and has the same shouldered arch as the door between cross-passage and hall, of 

which one jamb is original. Alcock, Child and Laithwaite decided that the porch, 

too, was original, and Peter Beacham, in various articles and in The Buildings of 

England: Devon, agrees with them, as do the authors of the DoE Lists. W.O. 

Collier, however, Senior Investigator for the Historic Buildings Council, thought it  

a later addition, because it bonded in with the masonry of the projection 

containing the present staircase.   

 

The second debated question is whether the separate shippon door is original or, 

as in most cases, a later insertion made as men began to wish for some further 

separation between themselves and their cows. Alcock et al. could find no 

evidence of it being inserted, but left the question open. The DoE Listing officer 

thought it original. Mr Collier tended to favour it as an insertion, of the same date 

as the porch - late 16th century. Peter Beacham, too, has come down in favour 

of insertion.   
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The roof of the shippon, reconstructed in the 18th of early 19th century, when the 

wall-heads were built up to allow the shallower pitch necessary for slate; after 
repairs of 1977-78. 
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Photographs taken by Sanders in 1976, by the architect Paul Pearn 
The wire on the right is supporting the electricity pole on the Green. 

 

 
 
 
 



                                                                                 Lettaford History Album 

 42

 
 

Sanders, before restoration. Photos:  Paul Pearn, 1976 
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The next stage in the development of Sanders came later in the 16th century (the 

lists say mid-, others say late-), when some major alterations and improvements 

were made. Most important was the insertion of upper chambers at either end of 

the still open hall, providing more private sleeping space. On the evidence found 

in 1977, a stone wall was now built between hall and inner room, and on this 

rested the floor and partition of the chamber, which projected into the hall as an 

internal jetty: the joists, with their rounded ends, are clearly visible. Old wattle 

and daub survives in the partition which rests on them. Access to the chamber 

would have been by a ladder from the hall. There was no staircase at that date.  

 

The second upper chamber was inserted above the cross-passage and like the 

first one, was jettied out into the hall. On the upper side of the passage, the floor 

joists rested on the earlier screen. Access, again, was probably by a ladder-stair 

from the hall, presumably against the north wall.   

 

Evidence for another addition of this date lies in the projection on the south face, 

next to the porch. This is generally accepted as the chimney for a lateral hall 

fireplace added at the same time as the upper chambers. All traces of such a 

fireplace have disappeared, however, and the Lists suggest that it may have been 

a stair from the beginning. If so, it would then belong to the next phase of 

alteration, which followed in the 17th century.   

 

In this next phase, a new chimney was built across the end of the hall, backing 

onto the cross-passage. The existence of a chimney made the lofty roof-space 

unnecessary, and so the hall was now floored in, to create a third upper chamber. 

Assuming there to have been an earlier lateral fireplace (and it would be surprising 

for a house of this status to continue with only an open fire for so long), this was 

now adapted to provide a stair to the upper floor, with a bread oven beside it. At 

about the same period, a lean-to was added at the back of the hall, which Mrs 

Harvey confirms was a dairy, in use until 1942; and fireplaces were added in the 

parlour and the chamber above.   
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Inevitably a number of alterations were made later, particularly in the 18th and 

19th centuries. Most noticeable has been the raising of the roofs of both shippon 

and dwelling, adapting them to a shallower pitch for slate. To judge from patches 

of inferior masonry, there has been some rebuilding of walls too. New window 

openings have been made, or existing ones enlarged. Two early window 

embrasures survive in the north wall, where they were blocked by the addition of 

the dairy. Doors were repaired and replaced. A new staircase, against the north 

wall of the hall, replaced that in the old chimney, which then became a cupboard. 

Fortunately, such alterations have all been minor. In its essentials Sanders 

remains the house it had become by 1700.   

 

The farm-buildings that were an essential accompaniment to the house have been 

more extensively rebuilt and renewed. Only part of the small barn behind the 

house dates from the 16th century; mostly it is 18th-century. The linhey, stable 

and pig-houses are later still, probably all dating from the 19th century. The 

linhey was later adapted for milking, but according to Mrs Harvey, in the 1930s 

the Sanders cows were milked in the larger yard behind. This yard, with its large 

hay-barn, now belongs to Southmeads, but until 1942 it belonged to Sanders. It 

was probably added in the late 18th or early 19th century, at a time when ideas 

of new, more productive methods of agriculture were filtering through to hill-

farms such as this. 
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Higher Lettaford    

18th-century occupiers of Sanders would have little difficulty today in recognising 

their home, but the same cannot be said for Higher Lettaford. Of all three houses, 

this one has been the most altered. Its status as a long-house is inferred from its 

siting down the hill, and from its similarity to the other houses, both in the 

appearance and arrangement of the older part, and as shown in plan before it was 

rebuilt on the Tithe Map of 1839. There are, however, Dartmoor farmhouses with 

an additional service room below the cross-passage, instead of a shippon, and it 

is possible, though unlikely, that Higher Lettaford was one of these.  

 

In the 19th century, Higher Lettaford was the largest of the three Lettaford farms 

and was owned by a well-to-do local family, and therefore it is not surprising that 

it was the one to be rebuilt. It is difficult to tell what its comparative status was 

in the 16th century, however. From the granite ashlar of its front, it would seem 

to have been at least the equal of Sanders, though perhaps not of Southmeads, 

where a fragment of carving hints at a once more ornate interior.  

 

Like the other two houses, Higher Lettaford had an open hall and an inner room 

with a chamber above, proved by the existence of a closed-truss forming a 

partition between the two, which was later cut through to make a doorway when 

the hall was floored in. Other trusses have gone, but from the slightness of 

surviving purlins and rafters, it is likely that the roof was of thatch. These 

survived when, in the 19th century, a new slate roof was added, the walls being 

raised in cob at the same time to bring about the necessary shallower pitch.  

 

There is no evidence of an internal jetty at either end of the hall. The chimney 

and staircase of the inner room are likely to have been 17th- century additions 

originally, of the same period as the floor in the hall, although the stairs 

themselves had been renewed in the 19th century. The lower wall of the hall, and 

the surrounds of the fireplace and doorway, are of similar masonry to the outside  
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The ‘downhill-siting’ of Higher Lettaford shows clearly in the photograph. 
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walls, and would appear to be part of the original building, rather than the 19th-

century remodelling. The existence of a fireplace from the beginning would 

suggest a date in the later 16th century for the building as a whole.  

 

The new house on the site of the supposed shippon appears to have been built in 

about 1840 and, initially at least, to have formed a separate dwelling. There is 

even a possibility that it was for some years a school. By the end of the century, 

however, the whole house had been brought together as one by a resident 

farmer, although there has remained a tendency to sub-divide it between different 

generations when necessary.  

 

In the 19th-century house, the kitchen occupied the same position that it does 

now. In recent years the dairy was in the room opposite, where there is now a 

bathroom and loo. The two front rooms must have seemed over grand for most 

Dartmoor farmers, especially when combined with the verandah that adds such a 

strong whiff of Torquay to the house, but they came in useful to let out to 

visitors, thus providing a little extra income. The new bedrooms were all 

luxuriously provided with coal grates. The only explanation for the abundance of 

coat hooks is that the house was indeed, in its early days, a school.   

 

A farm of this size needed ample farm buildings, particularly for livestock, and 

sure enough there were three shippons in all, as well as a stable and barn, all built 

in about 1800 or a little after. These presumably occupy the sites of earlier, 

smaller, buildings. 
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Sanders during restoration. 
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Building Repairs 

 

Sanders    

Plans for the repair of Sanders had already been drawn up when the Landmark 

Trust acquired the building in 1976. Work began in 1977, under the supervision 

of Paul Pearn, of the firm of Pearn and Proctor of Plymouth. The builders were 

Blight and Scoble, Building Contractors and Undertakers of Buckfastleigh.  

 

One of the first priorities was to improve the drainage of water around the site. 

Land drains were inserted on both sides, and another runs under the kitchen, to 

encourage water that previously flowed past the doors to remain under the 

surface. Some difficulty was experienced due to the fact that the ground was in 

places solid granite. At the same time, the area of granite paving in front of the 

porch was uncovered, separating Sanders from the green. The wall enclosing a 

small garden area in front of the house was repaired. Later, an electricity pole 

which stood in the middle of the green was taken down, and the electricity 

supply for the hamlet brought in by underground cables, so that the green was 

not marred by unsightly criss-crossing wires.  

 

On the building itself, the roof was the most urgent job. The roof of the house 

had been renewed not all that long before with asbestos slates, but the shippon 

roof was full of holes. The covering was stripped off completely, porch and lean-

to included. Battens and rafters were repaired or replaced as necessary, and then 

random Delabole slates were laid, in diminishing courses. The porch needed a 

new wall plate. The gable end between dwelling and shippon had been slate-

hung, but this was now rendered, with lead flashings.  

 

The walls were not in need of major repair. A certain amount of ivy had to be 

cleaned off the north, or rear, wall. Small areas of rebuilding were needed, in the 

south wall of the porch, for instance, which included the replacement in granite  
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of a previous brick repair; and over the loading door of the shippon; but for the 

most part it was only necessary to rake out defective pointing, and repoint with 

lime mortar. The chimneys were also repointed, and the granite cap of the hall 

chimney repaired; brick tops were replaced with slate cappings. 

 

The main door surround had been repaired with a thick layer of cement. This was 

hacked off, and the jambs and head rebuilt or made good as necessary. The 

frames of all the outside doors were repaired, and the doors themselves.   

 
Over the window in the shippon, a new oak lintol was inserted. The windows in 

the lean-to also needed new lintols, and new window frames. All the other 

window frames were repaired. Drip moulds were provided over those on the 

front, being most exposed to the weather, to shed the copious Dartmoor rain.  

 

Inside the cross-passage, the masonry of the chimney stack was cleaned and 

repointed. The plank partition on its lower side was repaired. In the shippon, apart 

from the clearance of accumulated rubbish, nothing was done at all.   

 

In the dwelling, some alterations were made, however. The first of these was the 

removal of the stair that had been inserted against the North wall. This allowed 

the repair of the oak post and panel screen, and the doorway in it. One muntin 

was found wedged in above the jetty beam, and so was put back in its right 

place, and the jetty beam repaired as well. In addition to parts of the screen itself, 

one door jamb was renewed, copying the existing original, and the sill beam also 

had to be renewed. The door itself is new.   

 

A new timber stair was then built in the 17th-century position, in the supposed 

Elizabethan chimney breast, which had latterly been a cupboard. The solid treads 

are chestnut, and the newel posts, balusters and handrail are oak. The marks of 

the original, probably stone, treads could be seen in the plaster. The small 

window was discovered while work was in progress.   
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The other alteration inside the house was to take up the existing screed floor in 

the present kitchen, and to lay a new slate-paved floor at the same level as the 

hall, which meant lowering it a few inches, and underpinning the walls at this 

end, since they rested on the ground where the original builders followed the 

slope of the hill. The Bungalow Belle stove was dismantled and reassembled in 

the same position, but at the new level. A new floor of quarry tiles was also laid 

in the lean-to, where a new bathroom replaced the existing one. The lintol of the 

door to the lean-to also had to be renewed, and the frame and door repaired, as 

were those to the kitchen.  

 

Downstairs, all that remained to be done was to remove existing plaster, to reveal 

the fine masonry of the walls, which were repointed and then limewashed. The 

back wall of the fireplace was exposed, where it had been plastered over, and the 

bread oven repaired. The two former window openings were discovered in the 

north wall, and left as niches. The purpose of the niches in the wall between hall 

and inner room is unknown. The little corner cupboard in the hall came with the 

house, and was repaired by Blight and Scoble's joiner, who also made the dresser 

for the kitchen.   

 

The ceiling in the hall, which is lath and plaster, was simply made good where 

necessary, but in the kitchen a new plaster ceiling replaced recently inserted 

flaxboard, both there and in the bedroom above.   

 

Upstairs, all the ceilings were removed, and reformed to follow the line of the 

roof, with insulation above. In the small bedroom, insulation was put under the 

floor as well, and in the partition between it and the shippon. Oak boards were 

laid directly on the joists of the cross-passage ceiling, then the insulation, and 

then new softwood boards. The floorboards in the other two rooms are the old 

elm ones, repaired where necessary, and with a new section where the stair used 

to come up into the middle room. The removal of the stair also meant that the 
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partition with the small bedroom needed making up, where it had been cut away 

to provide headroom.  

 

Plaster was removed from the main trusses, to leave them visible in the middle 

room, or upper hall. Here you can see both the early crucks, and the later 

principal rafters, inserted when slate replaced the original thatch.   

 

In the large bedroom, the fireplace was opened up and provided with a new 

granite lintol. The walls were limewashed, as they had always been, the colour 

matching as closely as possible the former rich golden shade.   

 

In the yard behind the house, the outbuildings were also in need of repair. The 

walls of the linhay, stable and pigsty were all rebuilt and repointed, and the roof 

of the linhay made good. The barn was in the worst condition, and had been 

given a corrugated iron roof. When the collapsing walls had been rebuilt, it was 

given a new roof of Devon wheat reed thatch. The thatcher was Mr Warren, of 

Lower Venton Farm, Widecombe.   

 

The work on the main house was completed, and the dwelling furnished, in 

March 1978. The only hitch had come from a neighbouring farmer who had 

acquired ownership of the green some years before from the Lees of Higher 

Lettaford. In spite of the fact that previous owners of Sanders had repaired the 

roof, and stood their scaffolding on the green without anyone minding, he raised 

every objection possible to Landmark's scaffolding being erected thereon, and the 

builders standing any materials or equipment there, finally issuing an injunction 

requiring it all to be cleared away. He was very unwilling to allow access to 

Sanders at all, but after protracted and Dickensian legal negotiations, Landmark 

finally acquired the green in front of Sanders, and down to the stream, in 1987.  

 

When they wrote their article on Sanders in 1972, Alcock, Child and Laithwaite 

stated in their introduction that ‘impending modernisation will inevitably conceal, 
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if not destroy, some significant features.’ Sadly this has indeed been the case 

with all too many long-houses that survived in tact until after the War, only to fall 

victim to modernisation in the last few decades. But happily it has not, after all, 

been the case at Sanders. 

 

 
Higher Lettaford    

Work started on Higher Lettaford in 1989. The architect was Peter Bird, of Caroe 

and Martin, and the builders were Penbekon Ltd. The house had been going 

downhill for some years, and after it fell empty in 1986, the Dartmoor weather 

quickly pushed it over the borderline into dereliction.  

 

In drawing up the plans, it quickly became apparent once again that what we had 

was in fact two houses. The Victorian end provided as much accommodation as 

was going to be needed, and so it was decided to do no more than repair the 

older part, and leave it as it was. By looking at the ‘before’ photographs, it can be 

seen that the repairs were extensive. First of all the roof was stripped, to reveal 

the structure beneath. According to Peter Bird:  

 

The visible roof proves to be a relatively modern structure, overlying an earlier 

roof made of riven oak rafters, with riven laths fixed very nicely to their backs 

with oak pegs. This earlier roof lies on a line level with the inside face of the wall; 

and so does appear to have been made for thatching - the laths would have been 

thatching spars.  

 

The new roof was again constructed over this and on the same line as before. A 

steel bar was fixed to the main truss, to reinforce it, because the original tie beam 

had been cut through when a door was inserted into what was once a closed 

truss. The whole of the old roof structure was retained, suspended from the new 

rafters on wires. The new roof covering, as on Sanders, is of random Delabole 

slates laid in diminishing courses, the largest slates 20’, the smallest 12.’ 
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Higher Lettaford in 1983. Photos:  Michael Campbell-Cole 
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The brick end chimney was taken down, and rebuilt in field granite, to match that 

of Sanders. 

 

The walls, although they looked in imminent danger of collapse, in fact only 

needed minor repair, and repointing. Just one section of the south wall had to be 

rebuilt, where a doorway had been turned into a window; and another small area 

on the north front, next to the new house, where the water had been getting in 

and had completely destroyed the core of the wall. What remained of the old 

render was hacked off, to reveal the fine granite masonry. Above the granite, 

however, there is a band of cob, or rammed earth, added to raise the height of 

the eaves when the roof was adapted to a shallower pitch for slate. Here again 

the water had been getting in, causing the cob to disintegrate. It was all taken 

off, therefore, and the old material mixed up with new, before the wall head was 

reconstructed. This was then rendered and limewashed to keep it weatherproof. 

Local arsenical sand was mixed with the lime used for the mortar and render, to 

match the colour found elsewhere in Lettaford.   

 

Inside the old house, as much of the old plaster was retained as possible, bulges 

and all. Only where it was missing or actually crumbling was  it renewed. Most of 

its sins were then hidden under a good coat of limewash.   

 

The brick floors of the downstairs rooms were retained, but the floor above was 

rotten at one end. Here new oak joists were inserted, with new pine boards. The 

stair beside the fireplace was also rotten, so a completely new stair was built, in 

softwood as before, but retaining the old doors. The windows were repaired, and 

painted green. Flakes of this colour had been found on the windows themselves, 

and the door was also painted with it.  

 

The roof of the new house was covered with asbestos slates. These have been 

replaced with new Ffestiniog slates from North Wales, which were already in 

abundant supply when the house was built. Asbestos gutters have been replaced 
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with ones of cast iron. The render on the chimneys was renewed, and they were 

given new brick tops, instead of the existing concrete. The roughcast on the rest 

of the house was repaired and newly limewashed. All the doors and windows 

needed repair. The back door still bears the scratches of generations of 

sheepdogs.   

 

The veranda roof was rebuilt, reusing the existing Delabole slates. Granite saddles 

were inserted at the base of the posts, where they had rotted. The paving was 

repaired and patched, using quarry tiles salvaged from the smaller house at Lower 

Porthmeor in Cornwall.  
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Higher Lettaford; the shed at the 
top end, taken down 1989. 

The south wall which was collapsing 
when a door had been inserted. 

Unstable section of wall on the north 
front. 
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Inside Higher Lettaford: 
  The old house (above) 
  The new house (below) 
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Inside the house, some repairs were needed. The ends of several of the floor 

joists had rotted where they ran into the wall, particularly on the south side 

where they are most exposed to south-westerly gales. Since the howling 

Dartmoor wind will continue to drive rain right into the wall, it was thought 

prudent to repair the joist ends with steel plates, which will last better than 

timber. Some of the ground floor partitions had to be underpinned with slate.  

 

Minor alterations were made. A new opening was made in the wall between the 

kitchen and dining room, and a new Burlington slate floor laid. The house was 

completely redecorated, but the ‘back stairs brown’ paint is a copy of what was 

found when scrapings were made. Bathrooms were provided - the only running 

water before consisted of a tap on the verandah. Electricity had also to be laid 

on, brought in underground.   

 

Outside the house, the garden wall was repaired and the yard paving disinterred 

from under several inches of mud. The doors of the barn were repaired, but 

otherwise the farm buildings have been left as they were. All in all, Higher 

Lettaford remains exactly what it has been for the last 150 years: a surprisingly 

prominent addition to this otherwise low-lying Dartmoor settlement.  

 

Charlotte Haslam     

February 1991 
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Lettaford Chapel 

Bible Christian services were first held in Lettaford in 1860, when it seems that 

permission was given to use the day school for Sunday prayer meetings. For 

about two years before this a small number of people had been meeting in 

cottages in hamlets nearby, but with a more regular meeting place the 

memberships quickly rose to about twenty. 

 

The move must partly have been due to the influence of the schoolmistress, Mrs 

Susan Walling, and it may also have been due to her that a new building was 

erected to serve as both schoolroom and chapel. The work was actually ordered 

by a Miss Pynseat, however, who may have become the Mrs Splatt who is later 

referred to as the owner of the building. The record of the work exists in a book 

of ‘Tenders and Estimates for the building of Chapels and church extensions.’  

The entry is undated, but presumed from its place in the chronological order to be 

for 1866: 

 

‘The second estimate for Work proposed to be done at Lettaford for Miss 

Pynseat.  

‘I hereby agree to build the walls of Schoolroom with Granite stone 20 
inches thick and of the dimensions shown in plan, and to cover the roof with 
best Coryton Countess slate 20 by 10. To lath the Battering of Back and 
South end and the Ceiling with Good stout laths. The plastering of same and 
remaining part of Wall to be three Coat Work. The External face of Walls to 
be pointed. To provide Granite Cills for Windows and Door and find all 
Material and Carriage for the sum of fifty eight Pounds ten shillings.  
£58-1-0 

W. Stone’ 

 

This almost certainly refers to the existing building, which would thus have 

opened in 1867 or 1868. This ties in with the list of active members of the 

congregation; the number had sunk to only six in 1866, but rose to seventeen in 

1867 and twenty three in 1868. It was not a wealthy community, consisting 

almost entirely of small farmers and farm labourers. Out of these the group of 
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preachers would have been selected, who took it in turns to lead services in all 

the twelve chapels making up the Chagford Circuit. 

 

In 1872 a change occurred in Lettaford. On September 5th a resolution was noted 

in the Chagford Circuit Book: 

 

‘That as we learn with deep regret that sister Susan Walling and her 
daughter are about to be removed from Lettaford we hereby desire to 
express our high appreciation of assistance they have rendered us in 
entertaining the preachers, conducting prayer and class meetings, in 
supporting the cause of God financially and in carrying out the discipline of 
the society generally and we earnestly pray that their valuable lives may long 
be spared and that the choicest of Heaven'’ blessings may rest upon them 
and that ultimately they may gain their full and permanent reward in the 
home of the sanctified where change and disappointment may never come. 
 
That this meeting desires to express its most cordial and hearty thanks to 
Mrs Splatt for her great kindness and liberality in allowing us the free use of 
the schoolroom at Lettaford in which to preach the Gospel. We believe many 
souls have derived much good therefrom, some of whom we trust are now 
joining their songs of praise with that of the redeemed in glory.  
 
We learn with deep regret that Mrs Walling who has rendered us good 
service there is shortly about to remove but notwithstanding her removal 
and the consequent closure of the school we shall be very pleased with the 
kind permission of Mrs Splatt to continue public services as heretofore and 
we trust many precious souls may yet find a birthplace there and may 
Heaven's blessing be hers through life, after which may Heaven be her 
eternal home.’ 

 
At some date, probably not long after this, the ownership of the Schoolroom 

passed to the Bible Christian Church, so that it became a fully fledged chapel, 

vested in trustees drawn from the congregation. The late Mr Wallace Perryman of 

Yeo Farm, Chagford, who played the harmonium in Lettaford Chapel from 1914 

until the 1960s, and whose father had been a preacher on the Chagford Circuit, 

remembered in a newspaper interview given in 1960 that at this time, or perhaps 

when services were first held in the school, the Bible Christians encountered 

strong opposition from a local landowner, who even went to the lengths of 

padlocking the door on Sundays to keep them out. A law suit followed in which  
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the landowner tried to prove that the building stood on his own land, so that he 

had the right of control. The Bible Christians won the case however, by 

establishing that the chapel was in fact on common land.  

 

Mr Perryman remembered a period when cattle drovers who used the old Way 

through the hamlet fixed a chain across the door of the chapel, to prevent their 

animals from straying inside.  

 

The Rev. L.H. Court in ‘The History of the Bible Christian Methodist Church in the 

Chagford Circuit’ in 1904 states that the congregation at Lettaford never properly 

revived after Mrs Walling's departure, and that numbers began to decline from 

then on. The agricultural depression of the late 19th century, causing the gradual 

depopulation of the area, would have contributed to this trend. 

 

For the twenty years from 1897, when he was made a trustee, the chapel was 

cared for by a Mr William Chammings. In winter he would light the open fire to 

warm the chapel before meetings, and the oil lamps by which the building was lit. 

He would have overseen the installation in 1913 of a harmonium, given by 

Hittesleigh Methodist Chapel.  

 

During Mr Chammings' trusteeship, in 1907, the Bible Christians joined with the 

Free Methodists and the New Connexion to form the United Methodist Church. 

This foreshadowed their final unification in 1932 with the Wesleyans and the 

Primitive Methodists, to become the Methodist Church of Great Britain. 

 

In 1917 a new group of trustees was installed. In the 1920s there must have 

been a rise in the congregation, and in the number of children locally, for in 1922 

a schoolroom was added ‘at the rear of the chapel’, with a doorway leading 

through in the corner of the south wall. It was made of galvanised iron lined with 

wood, and was lit by oil lamps like the chapel. On the other end, or ‘front’ of the 

chapel a garage was added, also made out of galvanised iron.  
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At some time after this, although possibly not until after the War, the old 

entrance in the east, or side, wall was blocked up and a new entrance pierced 

through the chimney breast in the north end, reached through the garage. At the 

same time the pulpit was moved from the north to the south end.  

 

This, with the installation of a new organ for Mr Perryman, and gas-lighting, in 

1943, followed by electricity in 1962, completes the account of alterations to the 

building in its time as a place of worship, since by the latter date the 

congregation numbered only four, and they found it difficult even to maintain the 

building. Mr Roger Thorne, who has made a study of the history of the Methodist 

Church in Devon, preached at Lettaford on three occasions, and remembers the 

warmth of their welcome however.  

 

By 1977 the number of active members in the whole of the Chagford Circuit had 

dwindled so low that it was decided to amalgamate it with its neighbours. 

Lettaford was incorporated into the Exeter Circuit, and soon afterwards the 

decision was made to close the chapel altogether. The Landmark Trust, having 

already restored the long-house, Sanders, in Lettaford, were keen to preserve the 

chapel, feeling that it was an integral part of the character of the place, and so it 

was conveyed to them in 1981. 
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The Conversion of the Old Chapel 

The Old Chapel has been converted to provide accommodation with as little 

alteration as possible. For this reason the interior has been retained as a single 

open space.  

 

The two galvanised iron additions were removed, however, and in place of the 

schoolroom on the south end, an extension built to provide a bathroom, with 

walls of the same rubble masonry as the main building, and Delabole slate of a 

similar colour to those on the main roof. A new doorway had to be made to lead 

into this. A small window was formed in the west wall of the chapel, to light the 

kitchen area.  

 

The doorway leading into the garage was blocked, reinstating the chimney. A 

new fireplace was then inserted, with a granite surround.  

 

The floor level of the chapel has been raised to enable those inside to see out, 

and to help air to circulate underneath, to prevent damp. This meant raising the 

entrance doorway as well, and building the steps up to it. The original door itself 

has been retained.  

 

The west wall was given a new coat of render, and made damp-proof on the 

inside as well. The roof was overhauled, but the existing slates were retained 

where possible, made up with randoms from the Delabole quarry where 

necessary. Slates from the same source have been hung on the south gable. New 

plumbing and electrical systems had to be put in, the wires of the latter entering 

the building underground. The ceiling, and some of the floor, joists had to be 

renewed, and a new coat of plaster applied to the former. The walls were 

patched where the existing plaster was decayed, and then limewashed. 

 

All the new woodwork is softwood; floorboards and skirting board, the cupboard 

beside the fireplace and the low partition behind which the kitchen is concealed. 
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Care has been taken in the furnishing to keep the interior as uncluttered as 

possible, in order to preserve the plain and simple feel of the building.  

 

The architect for the conversion was Mr Paul Pearn of Pearn and Procter, who 

has restored a number of buildings in the West Country for the Landmark Trust. 

The building was carried out by Messrs Penbekon Contractors (Devon) Ltd, of 

Devonport, Plymouth. 

Charlotte Haslam 

September 1982 

 

 

 

1981; before the garage was removed. Photo:  Robert Chapman 
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The interior of the Old Chapel in 1981; south end (above)  
and north end (below). Photos:  Robert Chapman 

 

 



                                                                                 Lettaford History Album 

 70

Sanders – Refurbishment works autumn 2002 

 

After some 24 years since the original restoration, the electrical wiring at Sanders 

needed renewal, so we took the opportunity to refurbish the Landmark. Externally 

very little was needed other than outside painting, the exception being that years 

of use demanded that the upper part of the chimney stack needed rebuilding. We 

have also made the cross passage permanently accessible, as such as it would 

have been in earlier days. 

 

Rewiring gives us the opportunity to review the furnishings which we have done. 

Accretions that had taken place over the years have been simplified particularly in 

the kitchen, but also in the bathroom where we have added a shower. Repainting 

with limewash throughout the bedrooms, staircase and sitting room has brought 

us back to colour schemes similar to those at the original restoration, and we 

have painted out the later roof timbers so that the earlier timbers read more 

clearly. After laying new cables, the upper floors have been refixed, incorporating 

fewer squeaks than before. 

 

The work was carried out by JDC of Ivybridge, Devon and their Contracts 

Director Peter Dolley was particularly valuable as he had worked on the original 

restoration. The site foreman and carpenter was Steve Downie. The works were 

arranged by the Landmark Trust’s Building Department in collaboration with John 

Evetts’ Furnishing Team, and Marilyn Donohue our Regional Property Manager. 

  



                                                                                 Lettaford History Album 

 71

From Proceedings of the Devon Archaeological Society, 1972. 
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From The Dartmoor Longhouse, by P. Beacham in Archaeology of the Devon 
Landscape, 1980. 
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Extract from ‘Farming’, in Dartmoor:  A New Study, by M. Havinden & F. 
Wilkinson, 1970. 
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From Devon’s Traditional Buildings, published by Devon County Council, 1978 
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