
 

Find out about Saddell Bay’s past… 
 
 
Hello, welcome to Saddell Bay! My name is Archie Fraser. I was born in 1930 and I lived in Shore 
Cottage with my family. My dad was the gamekeeper here. He worked for the Campbell family 
up at the big house, looking after the land, the animals and the fish in the rivers here at Saddell.  
My family have worked on the Saddell estate for as long as anyone can remember. When I grow 
up I’m going to be the gamekeeper here, just like my dad!  
 
My grandad says when he was young he and 
his dad (my great-grandfather) were 
gamekeepers; there was only Saddell Castle, 
Saddell House and Ferryman’s Cottage here at 
the bay.  My grandad told us lots of stories 
about the bay. Years and years ago Saddell 
Castle was the only building here. In 1558 it 
was attacked by the Earl of Sussex and his 
soldiers. They burnt the castle down into ruins. 
Times were bad then! 
 
The castle was left in ruins for over a hundred 
years until Saddell Bay came to Colonel 
Donald Campbell.  He was a Colonel far away 
in India. He commanded the army out there and 
in one battle he received 14 sword wounds – 
ouch! But he made his fortune and retired to 
Saddell Bay.  

 
 

 
The Colonel tried very hard to rebuild the castle and make it cosy but in 1774 he gave up and 
built himself a new house instead called Saddell House. The castle was used as a farm and the 
Colonel and his family moved into the new fancy Saddell House.  
 
The next owners rented Saddell House out for shooting parties, my grandad was the gamekeeper 
then and he used to take the men to the best areas to shoot birds.  One day in 1899, when they 
were out, the chimney caught fire and most of the house burnt down. The fire brigade had to 
come all the way from Campeltown and they couldn’t send the wagon as it had no brakes – how 
silly! Colonel Mcleod owned Saddell House then and he had to move out and live in Saddell 
Castle while he rebuilt Saddell House. He also built Saddell Lodge. 

Fact: 

A Colonel  is  a senior military officer in the army. 



 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
In World War Two Mrs Moreton who lived at 
Saddell House looked after lots of 
evacuated children. They all moved from 
Glasgow to be safe. It was very exciting 
having lots of children living at Saddell Bay, 
we’d have big swimming races in the sea and 
play up at the fort. Dad even let us help him; 
we’d saw wood, check on the animals and 
make sure all trees were healthy. 

  
My grandad was there when the fire happened 
and said that his face felt like it was melting, the 
flames were so hot! He and the other estate 
workers were trying to put the fire out with 
buckets of water but the fire was too big for 
them. I’m so glad there was never a fire when I 
lived here.  
 
 

 
 
Our favourite game was pooh sticks. We spent hours dropping sticks off the bridge and waiting 
to see whose was fastest. In the summer when it was hot, we had picnics on the beach. Dad 
cooked fish we caught in the river on an open fire. The fish was always yummiest when cooked 
like this. Everyone from the estate came for the picnic and Miss McKenzie the old schoolteacher 
from Cul – na – Shee always made shortbread for pudding. Nothing beats homemade 
shortbread! 
 
We’d watch the sun melt into the sea and afterwards all wrap up in blankets and tell stories. 
Draw a picture of us watching the sun setting into the sea in the box below. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Fact: 
In World War Two children were evacuated to 
Saddell House. Evacuation (say ‘ee-vac-u-ayshun’) 
was when children who lived in cities were sent to 
live in the countryside away from the danger of 
being bombed by German aeroplanes in the war. 



  
 
 
 
 
 

Who were the Saxe-Coburgs and Windsors? 

Saxe-Coburg was the surname of German Prince Albert who was Queen Victoria’s husband. 
When Victoria died Saxe-Coburg continued as the royal family surname. It changed to Windsor in 
1917 because England was fighting against Germany in World War One and the King was 
worried British people wouldn’t like a German royal family anymore - so he changed them to 
Windsors, after the castle. 
  

1837  Queen Victoria 
A good queen who was never ‘amused’. 
She ruled more than a fifth of the earth’s  
population as Empress – Wowza! 
 

 
King  Edward VII 

He loved shooting game and  
had an eye for the ladies! A grandad by  

the time he became king,  
he wanted peace not war.   

 
1901 

 
1910 

 
King George V 
A boring but good king. He loved  
stamps but also loved his country,  
always trying to do the best for it. 

 
King Edward VIII 

A romantic and selfish king.  
Married the woman he loved and  

6 months later gave the throne  
away to his brother, George.   

 
1936 

 
1936 

 
King George VI  
A very good king who loved his people.  
Even when Buckingham Palace was  
bombed in World War Two he  
stayed in London with his family to  
show everyone was in it together! 

 
Queen Elizabeth II 

Good queen Lilibet has been on the  
throne the longest of all the rulers! She 

 loves animals and has 5 corgis.  
Woof woof! 

 
1952 

 Who’s next??? 
 
Prince Charles 

Prince William  
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Hi Georgie!  

So when did you become king? 
I became king on the 6 May 1910 when I 
was 34. 
 
What is your favourite thing to do? 
I loved to sit in my study and look at my 
stamp collection! 

What are you most famous for? 
I was king during World War One and the 
Irish Troubles. There always seemed to be 
fighting while I was king.  
 
I also started the royal broadcast on 
Christmas Day, it used to be on the radio 
though, no T.V back in my day!  

Meet King George V 
– who ruled when Ferryman’s Cottage   

was built.  
 

Fact: 
Did you know that before 1707 Scotland and England were separate states that shared a King? 
When Queen Elizabeth I died in 1603, King James VI of Scotland also became King James I of 
England and from then on England and Scotland always had the same King or Queen.  

Up until 1707 England and Scotland had different governments and laws. In 1707 both 
governments passed an act called the Acts of Union that joined England and Scotland as one 
to become The United Kingdom.  



 

What does Ferryman’s Cottage 
look like?  
 
Can you walk all the way around it? 
 
Can you use any of these words to describe the 
building? Draw a circle around the ones that do. 
 
Does Ferryman’s Cottage look like other 
buildings in the area?  What’s different about it? 
 

 Castle 
 
 Pretty 
 
 Stone 
 
 Symmetrical 
 
 Square 
 
 Friendly 
 

 Tall 
 
 Industrial 
 
 Brick 
 
 Home 
 
 Elegant 
 
 Low 

Ferryman’s Cottage was built around 1930 on the site of an older cottage. The Ferryman was 
very important. Before the building of good roads in this area of Scotland people used boats to 
carry goods. The Ferryman would bring provisions (say ‘pro-vis-shans’) from the big towns over 
to the farms and villages here. You can even see the remains of the jetty in the rocky bay. 
What is the name of each numbered building on the map? Put the right letter in each 
building’s box. You might have to walk along the beach, Or cheat and look in the Landmark 
Handbook! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Shore Cottage 

Saddell Castle 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saddell House 

Ferryman’s Cottage 

 

Cul-na-Shee 

Saddell Lodge 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 



 
 
Buildings are quite easy to draw. They are usually made up of lots of geometric shapes, like 
squares, triangles and circles. 
Have a go at drawing the front of Ferryman’s Cottage. 
 
Please tell an adult where you are going so they don’t worry about where you are!  
And don’t worry if you make a mess of your drawing, just use the other side. 

 
 
 



 

What is Ferryman’s Cottage  
built from? 

 
 
 
 
Stone is the solid foundation of the earth. It exists 
as huge mountains, rocks, stones or small pebbles 
washed smooth by water. There are lots of 
different types of stone, with different colours 
and textures. Some are better to build with than 
others.  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

When Ferryman’s Cottage was built it used stone 
from a quarry. A quarry is a place where stone is 
blasted out of the ground with explosives! The 
one in the picture shows what quarries look like 
now. 

 
 

 People who work with stone are called stonemasons. 
They build walls, carve the stone into shapes or add 
patterns to its surface. They use a mallet and special 
tools called chisels to shape the stone. The picture on the 
right shows a stonemason carving the stone. 
  
                          Mallet                   Chisels 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Fact: 
Some buildings were built from stone that 
was dug out of the ground when farmers 
ploughed the fields, other buildings were 
made from stone that was dug out of 
quarries and cut into neat shapes and sizes. 
There are still many stone quarries around 
the country today, where people get stone 
out of the ground. 

From outside, Ferryman’s Cottage doesn’t 
look like it’s made from stone. To protect it, 
the building has been covered in lime. No 
silly, not the juice from the fruit! Lime is burnt 
limestone that looks like chalk. To make a 
plaster, lime is mixed with sand and water. 
To make paint, lime is mixed with water. 
Sometimes, the lime plaster then has small 
pebbles pressed into it to make it even 
stronger, like here at Ferryman’s Cottage. 
This is called Harling. 
 



 
 
The size and shape of windows tells you a lot about the age and style of the building.  What 
type of windows does Ferryman’s Cottage have? 

 
Sash Casement (it opens) Dormer or attic (in the roof) 

 
 
Entrances can be grand or simple. What is the front door of Ferryman’s Cottage like? 

 
Doorframe Porch Canopy 

 
There are many different styles of staircases.  Which style is closest to the staircase at 
Ferryman’s Cottage? 

 
Straight Quarter turn Spiral 

 

 

 
  

 

 
 

 
  



 

Discover more about Saddell Bay  
The oldest building in Saddell Bay has been here for over 500 years. In that time, many things 
have changed both inside and outside the building. Follow this Quest to discover more about 
it. 
 
Can you find the sculpture? 
This sculpture is called GRIP and was created by an artist called 
Anthony Gormley. It has been here since 2016. 
 

 
 

 
Can you find the fort?  
Remember to take an adult with you! 
 
The fort is called Kildonan Dun and is from the  
Iron Age (that’s around 200BC – old huh!) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Can you find the dry stone walls?   
 
A dry stone wall is made just by placing stones to fit into one another. 
There is no cement or mortar that other walls use to keep it together. 
Instead because the stones have been carefully placed and fit into one 
another the wall is strong.  Have a go with smaller stones – it’s not as 
easy as it looks! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Have you found anything else interesting on your quest? 
Write about it below and draw a picture of it in the box. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
There’s lots of wildlife here at Saddell Bay. Whilst you’re here you might spot some of 
these. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                          Otters                                                                 Seals 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                         Gannets                                                                Mussels 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Prawns Rabbits 



 

 
Living in Ferryman’s Cottage 
The floorplan of a building is a map of the rooms.  The plan below shows you the shape of 
each room. Take a walk around and write on the plan what each room is used for. 
 

Ground Floor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

First Floor 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We use these symbols to show where beds, 
tables and bathrooms are.  Draw the symbols 
on to the floorplans to show where the furniture 
is. 

 
 

Bed Rectangular (or a 
round) table 

 

    
Bathroom Cooker Sofa Kitchen sink 



 
Can you find an example of each of these things inside Ferryman’s Cottage. Describe, or 
draw the object when you find it. 
 
  Your favourite chair 
 

The fireplace (is it an open fire or does it 
have a stove?) 
 

  Draw the pattern of a rug on the floor  
 
 
 
 
In the box below, draw the view from your 
bedroom window. What can you see in the 
distance? Are there any animals in the 
woodlands? Can you see the sea? 

  
 
 

 



 

Saddell Word Search 
Now have a go at the word search. Think about different parts of the buildings and the 
surrounding area. The words to find are at the bottom of the page. 
 

 
 

R S L A G N I M S E V A W 

D O L S H E L L S F R A S 

R S C O T L A N D E R G O 

I A O K O E C O T N T O N 

F H W G P T R V I B A R E 

T D S A S O A A S Y R S S 

W D E I T M O L L Z T E S 

O E E N F E W L E S A M E 

O S N I U R H E N L N A E 

D B O A T S S Y T L A R R 

L L P E D O W I E I L T T 

H C A S T L E D F H Y Y K 

S E G A T T O C A I L I U 

A S R E W O L F M S E A L 

 
 
 

VALLEY 
CASTLE 
SAND 
REMOTE 
SCOTLAND 
 

SEA 
SEAL 
ROCKPOOL 
TREES 
TARTAN 

BOATS 
HILLS 
WAVES 
RUINS 
COTTAGES 

DRIFTWOOD 
SHELLS 
FISH 
FLOWERS 
GORSE 

How many of these words did you find? Put your score in the box. 

 

  

20 



 
 

Which leaf belongs to which tree? 
Match the leaf to the correct tree. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Did you match them correctly? Put your score in the box. 

Look out for these when you go for a walk! 

  

Horse Chestnut 

 

Willow 

 

Pine 

 

Ash 

 

Oak 

 

1. 

 

2. 

 

3. 

 

 

4. 

 

5. 

 

5 



 

 

 

 

Can you answer these questions correctly? 
 
 

1. What is the Capital of Scotland? 

Glasgow Inverness Edinburgh Fife 
 

2. What is the name of the skirt that men wear in Scotland? 

Scot-skirt Kilt Milt Kimono 

3. What does loch mean? 

Hill Lake River Mountain 

4. What is the name of the highest mountain in Scotland? 

Ben Nevis Matt Tenant Mount Scot Arthur’s Seat 

5. What is haggis? 

A hat A county A traditional Scottish 
food 

A musical instrument 

6. What is the old spoken language of Scotland? 

Gaelic Celtic Gallic 
 

Latin 

7. In 1603 when Queen Elizabeth I died, which Scottish King also became King of 
England? 

King Arthur King James VI King Fergus II 
 

King Duncan 

8. What colours are in Scotland’s flag? 

Blue and white Red and white Blue and red 
 

Blue and yellow 

9. What do Scottish people traditionally have for breakfast? 

Bacon and eggs Waffles Porridge 
 

Fruit and yogurt 

   
To find the answers turn over… 



 

Answer sheet: 
 
 
Question & Answer: 

1. Edinburgh 
2. Kilt 
3. Lake 
4. Ben Nevis 
5. A traditional Scottish food 
6. Gaelic 
7. King James VI of Scotland (he  

Became James I of England too!) 
8. Blue and white 
9. Porridge 

 
     How many did you get right?  
 
 

Colour in the bag pipe player below. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

Fact: 
Believe it or not in Scotland it 
is normal for men to wear 
skirts. These skirts are called 
Kilts.  A kilt is made from a 
woollen cloth that is in a 
tartan pattern.  

It was traditional for men 
wearing a kilt to not wear any 
pants! Ewwww.  

Originally a kilt was 5 meters 
long and was worn as a skirt 
with lots of pleats. Any 
leftover material was pinned 

over the left shoulder. 

9 

Fact: 
A Bagpipe is a wind 
instrument.  They used to 
be made from the skin of 
an animal, turned inside 
out. Yuk! 



 
Design your own Scottish home 
Imagine you are a Scottish Laird or Lady who wants to build a new home. What type of home 
would you have? A tower, a castle, a manor or a mansion? Draw your dream Scottish home 
below. Would it be by the sea or up in the mountains? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Bake some shortbread 
Shortbread was originally a Scottish medieval biscuit bread. The left over ingredients from the 
bread was made into biscuits. Through time butter was added to make the shortbread that we 
have today. Butter was an expensive ingredient so shortbreads became a special treat for 
special occasions like Christmas.  
 
Here’s a simple recipe for you to try.  You might need the help of an adult. 
 
   
            

200g plain flour 
50g caster sugar plus extra for 
sprinkling 
75g fine semolina 
 

Zest of ½ lemon 
160g cold unsalted butter 
Pinch of salt 

Remember to pre-heat the oven: fan 150 ˚C or electric 170 ˚C: Gas 3.5 
 

• Grease a shallow cake tin 

• Mix the flour, caster sugar, semolina and a pinch of salt in a bowl 

• Add the lemon zest and butter and rub them into the mixture until it feels like 

breadcrumbs 

• Lightly press the mixture into the cake tin (don’t press it in too much). Use a knife to draw 

the lines where you want it to break when it’s cooked and prick it all over with a fork. 

• Bake for 30-35 minutes until golden 

• Leave to cool and then sprinkle some sugar on top  

• Carefully cut into fingers or slices along your lines and then they’re ready to eat! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 

Create your own tartan 
In the space below colour in the grid to make your very own tartan pattern. Tartan is a 
traditional Scottish pattern made up of different colours in a grid pattern. 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


	1. History
	1.1 George V
	2. Design
	3. Quest
	4. Puzzle
	5. Create

