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Intro: From the very beginning of the Landmark Trust, every building has had its own carefully 

curated collection of books, specially chosen to illuminate that building's past and the area round 

about. A team of Regional Librarians visits each building every year, to check that no books are 

missing, make any repairs, and add any new titles to keep the collections fresh and up to date. 

Landmarkers tell us time and again how much they value the books as part of their stay. Here, 

Regional Librarians Liz Jurd and Ros Taylor chat about their role. Liz looks after the book collections 

in East Anglia and the South. Roz does her miles around the Midland Landmarks. 

 

Ros: I was going to ask whether you have a property that you feel you could fill the bookshelves 

twice over because there's so much written about it and there's so much, so many books, or 

whether you've got any that you ponder, and you find it's quite… 

Liz: Most of mine now, are pretty full and Martello Tower is one of these places that's amazing, 

because there's so many books over all the years. There's some very early books, which actually 

have the Martello Tower at Aldeburgh in it; and some very recent books. One of the Pat Barker 

trilogies, have you read that? It actually finishes off by the Martello Tower. And then there was a 

book in there, in the bookcase which I thought, ‘What's this doing here’? It was called ‘No Name’. I'd 

never heard of it, by Wilkie Collins. So I took it home, I thought, and it was a really old book. I took it 

home and read it. And about a third of the book is actually set in the immediate vicinity of that area. 

So you know, that was, there's so many books about Aldeburgh and set in Aldeburgh, and also so 

much art and books about the art and music. So that's incredible. What about you? 

Ros: Well, I have Alton Station, which there's so much that you can put there because you've got 

everything from Pugin to Thomas the Tank Engine and everything in between as well as the fact that 

it's in the Peak District area. And you’ve got Alton Towers, so there's such a huge range and because 

it's an eight bed property, you are covering the whole range of children to the grandparents and… So 

there's plenty to go at there. And similarly The Bath House has lots because you're in Warwickshire 

so your close to Stratford. There's so much specifically about The Bath House and Mary Delaney.  

The Chateau is my problem one, over in Lincolnshire.  

Liz: Yes, I know it. Yes. So it's not, it's in the middle of sort of nowhere isn't it really there's not a lot 

of historical towns near or… 

Ros: When you delve into it, and you have to do that, it’s harder to find local things…  

Liz: Where do you usually go to get ideas? Where do you usually get your book sources from? 

Ros: All over the place.  Sometimes, just browsing even our local Oxfam bookshop, say. Listening to 

Radio 4, you hear a review of a book and you think, ‘Oh, I’ll find that out’, and then borrowing them 

from the library. So, I know you frequent bookshop don’t you, second-hand books.  

Liz: Oh, yes, I have them on my route round. I do hope they're going to survive all this crisis. I go to 

certain ones on my journeys round. I found the most fantastic second-hand bookshop in Ramsgate. 

And they actually publish books of local interest, and publish it well. You know, some local publishing 

books aren't so good. All sorts, and they're very knowledgeable in there as well. So if you go in there 

and chat to them. I find both independent new book shops and second-hand bookshops very good 

to chat too. Also housekeepers - I've had ever so many hints from housekeepers. When I was at 
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Goddards somebody just happened to say to me, ‘Did you know that the Serraillier family came (and 

I had no idea) came from Charleston’, which is where Fox Hall is.  And I had no idea so then I 

followed that up, and I found that Ian Serrallier had actually written a history of the village, of his 

village that his family had always lived in. And also it enabled me to put one of my favourite 

children's book - The Silver Sword. I usually, if it's as vague as that the link, I usually write it just in 

pencil inside the cover and say, this is a local author, otherwise people could be totally confused as 

to why that was there. 

Ros: The local bookshops, the independent bookshop - we've got a fantastic one in Cromford just 

down the road from North Street. Once again publishing. And yes, I mean, love to support them. Of 

course a lots of these little publishers also use internet giants as a shop window don't they. In fact, 

that there was an independent bookseller who described it to me as a ‘necessary evil’ but certainly 

in this day and age and more and more so with the internet. So you can sometimes track a book 

back and therefore make contact with a bookseller rather than having to just buy it online. But what 

always amazes me is how the original librarians, Landmark librarians, source all these early books 

that you were talking about at Martello tower, without the internet… it's astounding really. 

Liz: Without the internet, yes. And I don't know about you, but when I had my original selection of 

books, handed on to me – do you know, it's about, it's more than 10 years we've been doing it now; 

it had multiple copies of some very important books, because if they saw them, they bought them. 

Whereas of course, we don't need to do that now because we can always find a book on the 

internet, if a book sadly goes missing. So it's not nearly such a problem. Also, I mean, they covered 

such, much wider area than us. We get to know our properties really well and the areas around, 

which is fabulous I think. The actual property, the actual area and everything like that. It was 

amazing how they managed to set them up, all such appropriate choices in the first place.  

Ros: Yes, and they are, they’re still appropriate now. So you have the whole range of books from the 

ones for the scholars who want to read them, and then newer ones for browsers who might want to 

find out stuff about the local area or you know the property but who aren't perhaps going to sit 

down and read it in detail. And then people who just want to read a book to escape for a while. I 

mean it's always… I make sure we've got a good range too because it's so diverse. That's the fun, 

isn't it? 

Liz: I found a fantastic book just in a review, which was called The Great Level by Stella Tillyard, 

heard Stella Tillyard? And I read a review of it in the paper. So I bought it and read it. And it's a novel 

about something we really don't know much about in detail, which was the actual creation of the 

Fens, that’s what the Great Level was. And it was a really good novel, set in the time. They were 

really wild the people that lived on the Fens. And so I liked it so much, so of course then I decided 

after that, well, where will it go? So it's been put in Methwold, as the nearest of my properties, 

actually to the Fens. I suppose it could have gotten into Stoker’s, couldn't it? But Stoker's has got a 

tiny little… it’s a tiny little cottage, and it’s got a minute little bookcase. So, that's a problem. And do 

I think about that, don't you? 

Ros: Yes, and trying to choose books to cull if you feel that there's something that's perhaps more 

appropriate. And often the housekeepers are very keen that you don't cull their books because they 

look after the collection as well as you are, and in fact they spend more time with it then we do. It’s 

just one visit a year. 
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Liz: Yes, I do find this a problem now. That some of my bookshelves I realise have got too many 

books, but it's so difficult isn't it cull books. And even a book that looks really ancient and awful, if 

you take it home and read it, you suddenly think ‘Oh my goodness, this is so relevant’. Although it's 

old, it's so relevant and it might have, even line drawings or something of an earlier era in it which is 

actually fascinating for a modern reader. 

Ros: Yes. So the care and repair is a big part of what we do as well. So to maintain the condition of 

the books that are there because lots of them are real treasures aren’t they. 

Liz: We’ll will have a big task when we get back to going. To really see how things are faring. 

Replacing things that are well worn as well. 

Ros: Well, it'll be lovely to get back. And we're always pleased when we replace or repair because it 

means that they’re being enjoyed. 

Liz: Yes, that's very true. That's very true. 

 

Caroline: We always welcome suggestions for books to put in Landmark’s buildings, so please email 

us through the website if there’s one you’d like to suggest. 

 

 


